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Using the data to inform institutional policy and practice



What is 
SLEDS?

sleds.mn.gov

PK-12 Higher Ed

Workforce

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Brings together data from PK-12, post-secondary, and workforce to help gauge effectiveness of current programs and design targeted improvement strategies to help students



• Created to assist in identifying the most viable 
pathways for individuals in achieving successful 
outcomes in education and work

• Helps to gauge effectiveness of current 
programs

• Guides development of targeted improvement 
strategies to help students

SLEDS Goals

Presenter
Presentation Notes
SLEDS data may not be used for other purposes.




http://sleds.mn.gov/#research

• Research tab

Where 
Does the 
Data Come 
From?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
*Data fields are all compared then matched- combo of characters are also matched (think of twins!)
*Probabilistic match is made within SLEDS with threshold of 91% accuracy of a match
*Name changes are picked up over time because of the other characteristics that are reported
*someone who leaves the state but then come back is picked up eventually
For additional information: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x_ifRuO3IhY&feature=youtu.be
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Accessing SLEDS Data

11/15/2019 Digging Into SLEDS | sleds.mn.gov 6

Public Data

Your 
Organization

Research 
projects

• Your organization can request 
access to your data.

• If you need access to individual 
level data for a specific research
project, you can request that 
through SLEDS.  

• Six-month wait time

• The public site is available to 
everyone!



http://w20.education.state.mn.us/MDEAnalytics/Sleds.jsp

Post-
Secondary 
Research 
Data Mart

Presenter
Presentation Notes
*Data fields are all compared then matched- combo of characters are also matched (think of twins!)
*Probabilistic match is made within SLEDS with threshold of 91% accuracy of a match
*Name changes are picked up over time because of the other characteristics that are reported
*someone who leaves the state but then come back is picked up eventually
For additional information: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x_ifRuO3IhY&feature=youtu.be


http://w20.education.state.mn.us/MDEAnalytics/Sleds.jsp
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• 1 record /enrolled 
student /FY selected 
per college

Enrolled 
Students

• 1 record/ award/ 
completer/ FY selected 
per college

Completers

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Enrolled Students: One record per Enrolled Student per Fiscal Year Selected per College as reported to OHE
Completers: One record per Award per Completer per Fiscal Year Selected per College as reported to OHE

PS Data Mart selections include:
•SYSTEM (e.g. MnScU, etc)
•COLLEGE (e.g. Augsburg, Bemidji State, etc)
•FISCAL YEAR (2007-2014)
•STATUS(Enrollees, Completers)

Enrolled Students: One record per Enrolled Student per Fiscal Year Selected per College as reported to OHE
Completers: One record per Award per Completer per Fiscal Year Selected per College as reported to OHE



PS Research Data Mart Content

 Data:
 De-identified student level records
 SLEDS ID matches across files (91% 

accuracy)

 Population limited (e.g. current or 
former students)
 Data Suppression
 Format:
 CSV or Excel
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Student-level 
Data for Colleges



When Is SLEDS Data Uploaded?

 Twice a year (June and November).
 Data typically lags by about a year (12 

months)
 2016 HS grads are available June of 2017
 Students enrolling in college in the Fall 

of 2016 are loaded in November of 2017
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SLEDS Resources SLEDS Resources

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Help documents and overview videos



SLEDS Resources Research Tab: 
Data Dictionary & Data Interpretation Guide

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Research Tab: Data Dictionary and Data Interpretation Guide



Post-
Secondary 

Mobile 
Analytics



SLEDS College Students Reports (1)



SLEDS College Students Reports (2)
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Graduate 
Employment 

Outcomes
Data Tools



Graduate Employment Outcomes (GEO):
Post-Secondary

https://mn.gov/deed/data/data-tools/graduate-employment-outcomes/


Demo on Using the PS Data Mart

Utilizes a Power BI platform
Data tables from 4 sources:

• SLEDS PS Data Mart for the College
• GEO website downloads
• CIP table
• Award level table
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We 
created an 
Employment 
Outcomes 
Dashboard!



Demo: Employment Outcomes 1 



Demo: Employment Outcomes 2 



Demo: Employment Outcomes 3 



Demo: Employment Outcomes 4 



Feeder High School Analysis

Utilizes a Power BI platform
Data tables from 2 sources:

• Special file created by Meredith

• MDE website downloads
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We 
created a 
High School 
to College 
Dashboard!



Demo: High School to College 1 



Demo: High School to College 2 



SLEDS 
Technical 

Assistance 
Network



 Provide training and support to SLEDS 
users

 The regional experts awarded grants 
are:

• Southwest West Central Service 
Cooperative (SWWC)

• Lakes Country Service Cooperative (LCSC)
• Century College
• Center for Applied Research and 

Educational Improvement (CAREI)

SLEDS Technical Assistance Network
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Network of Regional Experts



 Local technical assistance
• Support in accessing SLEDS data
• Support in understanding SLEDS data
• Support using SLEDS data for your own institution

 Local research
• Support using SLEDS data for your own institution

 Local partnerships across K-12, post-secondary, and workforce
• Partner with other local institutions to address shared questions, needs, etc. 
• Regional research and analyses

SLEDS Technical Assistance Network
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Presentation Notes
Network of Regional Experts



 SLEDS Experts can work with local organizations to use SLEDS Data

• CAREI: Rochester Cradle to Career: workforce patterns of high school graduates

• Lakes Country: The impact of gender disparities in postsecondary 
enrollment/completion for NW Minnesota

• Southwest: Brain Drain/Migration patterns of high school graduates

• Century College: Assisting colleges in using SLEDS data for institutional 
planning, evaluation and research

 Data coaching: Facilitate access for users, etc.

SLEDS Technical Assistance Network
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Network of Regional Experts



Thank you!
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Megan Peterson
Technology Integration Coordinator

Lakes Country Service Cooperative / SLEDS Network
mpeterson@lcsc.org // 218-737-6544

Meredith Fergus 
MN Office of Higher Education / SLEDS Coordinator

meredith.fergus@state.mn.us // 651-259-3963

Danielle Dupuis 
Center for Applied Research in Educational Improvement (CAREI), 

University of Minnesota / SLEDS Network
ddupuuis@umn.edu // 612.626.7896
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